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Last hight was sooo embarrassing! When mom dropped me OfF at the Church for
our youth hight she wanhted to speak to my youth minister, Kelly. I Cah still see it how!
Mom was speaking her broken English and Kelly was speaking her broken Spanish. Then
they tried using hand gestures, but they still couldn’t understand each other. ] saw
people starting to stare and whisper so ] stepped in and translated everything like T
have to do a lot of the time. Sometimes I feel like even though I am her daughter, I am
like @ mother to my own mom SinCe she depends on me to translate for her when she
doesn’t understand things in English. Tt was nhice, though, that Kelly made ah effort to
speak Spahish. She told us a few weeks ago that she was listening to CDs so she could
learn Spanish!! She must really Care about US...

1 really like Kelly because ] feel like she really tries to understand me. [Most
adults assume that just because I speak perfect English 1T must be American. But Kelly
is great because she understands that my life is more CompliCated thah others since ]
usually feel out of placCe, not completely AmeriCan or Salvadorian. It’s SO frustrating
sometimes beCause my Salvadorian family thinks I am too “AmeriCan.” Even my mom
$aYys that she doesn’t understand my siblings and me at times sinCe the Culture we are
growing up in is SO00 different from what life was like baCk home. TO top it OfF, every
time 1 have to fill out a fortm, I’'m reminded that I am “HispanhiC” and hot AmeriCan.

1 remember the first time ] heard the word HispahiC. There was a hew Kid in
school who had just moved from E| Salvador. ] wanhted to welcome him so that he
didn’t feel left out. It turned out awful, ahother embarrassing moment! T walked up to
the wrong boy and started speaking Spanish to him. He just stared at me ahd was like,
“I don’t speak Spanish, I'm white.” T remember being confused by what he said so ]
looked at my skinh and thought, “I’'m white, too!” Tt wasnht until [ater that ] realized that
even though my skin was white, I was considered Hispanic.

Kelly has really helped me feel Comfortable about being HispaniC. She’s always
telling me what a gift it is to be bilingual ahd bicultural. She helped me realize that
others could [earh from my uhique experiences of the faith. Back home being Catholic
is hot only a part Of WHO we are but it’s a part Of our Culture, too. I Know that just as I
am a part of my immediate family, I alsO belong to ah even larger CatholiC family. 1
really don’t think it was until I moved to the (J.S. that ] learnhed that being Christian
didn’t necessarily mean you being Catholic. Whenh my uncle became Protestant my
Family really struggled with it since it felt like he had not only left the CatholiC faith
but the family, too.

1 remember when ] started publiC sChool. ] realized right away that hot all of my
friends were going to be CatholiC or even Christiah for that matter. This made me
want to have anhswers for all the questions people asked me about being CatholiC. ]
tried t0 |00k for books in Spahish about the faith that would make sense to me as a
teen but there weren’t many out there. Once again, Kelly was such a great help. She
realized that even though 1 had a strong faith, 1 didnht khow very much about why I



believed what 1 did as a Catholic. She made sure that ] was able to give ahswers to the
questions my friends asked me and to understand why I believed what ] did as a
Catholic. T know that a lot of teens don’t kKhow about their religion or faith or
whatever very well; but I still always felt like my American CatholiC friends had a
better idea and khew more thah I did about being CatholicC.

One of the things that Kelly has brought out in me is my leadership qualities. 1
think she sees that ] am used to being ah adult a [0t OF the time beCause of my family
situation and that ] could use those same sKills to be a leader on our core team. She
reminds me how much other teens Cah learh from me and how much ] Can learh by
accepting more responsibility on the team. I help with planning our activities and T've
even given some talks at retreats and Stuff. She said she really enjoys how ] use
YouTube Videos ahd popular musiC in my talks. Being a leader in the group has been
important to me; it has helped tmy self-esteem and really made me wanht to keep Coming
back and being a part Of the core team. It’s also made me feel like T belong and T am
apprecCiated. My mom is also happy beCause she feels like people in the group respect
my HispaniC culture and don’t just put up with me. (Jnlike school sometimes, at church
1 feel like T am part Of a group and hot just Ssomeone out Of place on the sidelines. Kelly
is always telling us about how the Church is one big family and that we share that
Family with people all over the world. 1 definitely feel that way about my church. I
remember one time she had us pray the rosary in both English and Spahish, that way my
HispaniC friends and I didn’t feel so dumb when we didn’t khow how to respond in
English. Tt wasnh’t that we didnh’t Know the prayers; we khew them, but only in Spanish.
Tt was hice because we all learnhed a |0t from each other that day.

1 feel that I have grown a ot ih these past Years at Cchurch, being on the core
team and going to the events and StUuff. ] feel apprecCiated and Valuable as a member of
my Core team. 1 have grown to |ove ahd embraCe my Culture, whiCh for me means hot
only where T am from but also who 1 am.
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